Gay adoption
What is adoption? Adoption is a process by which society provides a substitute family for a child whose natural parents are unable or unwilling to care for the child. An adoption order severs the existing legal parent-child relationship and substitutes a new legal parent-child relationship. 
Adoption rates in Europe
G.B. In 1994 there were 6,239 registered adoptions, of which 359 (5 per cent) were children under the age of 1 year, 1,623 (26 per cent) were aged 1-4 years, 2,450 (39 per cent) were aged 5-9 years, 1,432 (23 per cent) were aged 10-14 years, and 375 (6 per cent) were 15-17 years old. The total number of adoptions in 1995 was 5,847. Adoption figures peaked at 25,000 in 1968, fell markedly in the mid 1970s and have continued to fall since. Step-parent adoptions peaked at almost 15,000 in 1974 and have also fallen markedly since.
Norway 900 children were adopted in Norway in 2001. Excluding stepchildren the distribution of foreign and Norwegian children was 95 and 5 per cent respectively.
Sweden Sweden has the highest rate of international adoptions in the world, compared to its population. One out of every 50 children is an adoptee. Every year around 1,000 international adoptions are carried out in Sweden. Last year 1,044 children came to Sweden in order to live with their adoptive parents.
Total number of adoptions
	Year 
	Scotland(1) 
	England & Wales 
	Republic of Ireland 
	Norway 
	Denmark 
	Germany 
	Netherlands 

	1998 
	458 
	4,386 
	659 
	1,094 
	1,415 
	7,119 
	937 

	1999 
	438 
	4,317 
	600 
	802 
	1,429 
	6,399 
	974 

	2000 
	399 
	4,940 
	512 
	792 
	1,354 
	6,373 
	989 

	2001 
	414 
	5,981 
	456 
	908 
	1,291 
	5,909 
	1,119 

	2002 
	351 
	5,680 
	602 
	989 
	1,261 
	5,668 
	1,233 

	% change 1998 to 2002 
	-23% 
	30% 
	-9% 
	-10% 
	-11% 
	-20% 
	32% 


Comparisons with selected EU countries Total number of foreign children adopted, by country, 1998 to 2002, total number of adoptions

	Year 
	Scotland(2) 
	UK 
	Republic of Ireland 
	Norway 
	Denmark 
	Germany 

	
	Foreign 
	Total 
	Foreign 
	Total 
	Foreign 
	Total 
	Foreign 
	Total 
	Foreign 
	Total 
	Foreign 
	Total 

	1998 
	11 
	458 
	212 
	N.A. 
	259 
	659 
	803 
	1,094 
	N.A. 
	1,415 
	1,889 
	7,119 

	1999 
	5 
	438 
	264 
	N.A. 
	283 
	600 
	539 
	802 
	643 
	1,429 
	1,765 
	6,399 

	2000 
	17 
	399 
	312 
	5,500 
	209 
	512 
	659 
	792 
	683 
	1,354 
	1,891 
	6,373 

	2001 
	8 
	414 
	326 
	6,600 
	163 
	456 
	721 
	908 
	646 
	1,291 
	1,789 
	5,909 

	2002 
	6 
	351 
	329 
	6,200 
	336 
	602 
	802 
	989 
	589 
	1,261 
	1,919 
	5,668 


Gay adoption status in Europe and U.S.

Today, most countries Europe don't allow gay couple adopt children. 
U.S.

There is no federal law regarding any kind of adoption, so each state can decide on itself who can adopt, and how it's being done. The most anti-same-sex adoption is Florida, which prohibits any kind of gay adoption, neither single gay parents nor gay couples. In Oklahoma, gay couples can adopt a child in the state, even if they are not from Oklahoma. However single gay can adopt.
The Netherlands

Same-sex marriages are recognized by law. Furthermore, a 2001 legislation enables such couples to adopt, providing that the adoptee is a Dutch citizen (a limitation that doesn't exist regarding heterosexual couples adoption). The law enables gays to adopt as single parents their partners children.
Denmark

The den law enables men and women bound in a same-sex registered partnership to adopt their partners' children. However, they don't the right to intercountry adoption.
Great Britain

In november 2002 a new was legislated: Adoption and Children Act. That law enabled unmarried couples, including same-sex couples to adopt together a child. According to the british law, single as well as couple can submit a adoption application. To that matter the law defines a couple as two people (whether of different sexes or the same sex) living as partners in an enduring family relationship.
Sweden

Sweden was the forth state in Europe – after Denmark, Iceland and The Netherlands – that allowed gay couples adoption by law. On June 2002 the Parliament of Sweden legislated a law that enables same-sex couple to adopt children. According to the law, same-sex couple registerd in Sweden as "legal partnership" can adopt together a child – domestic adoption or intercountry adoption. Also, the law enables each partner to adopt his partner's children.
Australia

The first state in Australia that enabled same-sex adoption was Western Australia. The Acts Amendment to the Adoption Law (the Lesbian and Gay Law Reform) 2002, enabled same-sex couples to adopt according to the same criteria which evaluate parental skills at heterosexual couples and singles. 

Spain

In 2000, the Local Parliament of Navarra legislated a law that enables un-married registered couples, including same-sex couples to adopt children and enjoy the same privileges heterosexual married couples enjoy.
Canada

Some of the counties in Canada, like Ontario and British Columbia, the law enables same-sex marriage. The courts and legislators in those counties recognized the right of partners to adopt their partners children, or adopt together a foreign child.
The American Academy of Pediatrics 
This research, conducted over 20 years, proved that there are no negative influences on children living with gay parents. The AAP is a well know associtation, and many parents in the U.S. follow its recommendations. Many claims againt gay adoption were refuted in this research:

· Lack of male/female role model – there are school teachers, grand parents, aunts and uncles that can provide the child the role model he needs.

· Prone to gayness – one's sexual orientation is not acquired by his environment, but is from birth. However, children that grew in gay families had more homosexual experiences.
· Gay parents are at least as caring as heterosexual parents.

· There are no difference between same-sex family children and normal children, regarding toys, clothing or playing.
The 1st proposition has about three lines it can use: adoption for gay couples, intercountry gay adoption and enabling gay to adopt their partners' children. The 
Possible Proposal:

To open the Strasburg Convention
 to same-sex couples

Mechanism:

Enabling same-sex couple from the EU to adopt children from all over the EU, by adding an article to the convention, which allow same-sex couples apply an adoption application. Of course, same-sex couple will have to go through the entire standard adoption procedure, as stated in the convention. 
Definition of couples: legally married couples, or couples who are engaged by registered or registered cohabitation. 
A simpler proposal would be to adopt the gay adoption policy
, of any of the countries listed above, depends which of the three lines above you'll choose.

So, why should the EU allow gay couples adopt children? Because they and they should. In this line, one would have to proof that
Why they can: 


A. Gay people have been parents for quite a while, having their children growing with them from birth. A lesbian can become a mother (by IVF, surrogate motherhood, having sex with a man), and a gay man can raise his own children from a previous heterosexual marriage ended in a divorce
 (after the father's outing).
B. In the last 50 years, more forms of families were introduced to the world, especially in Europe. Men and women became more educated, the income had increased, and they've realized they grow a family on their own, without marriage. 
C. Since we know that the nuclear family is not the only way to have children, and that gay people actually grow children, there are no logical reasons to prevent gay couples from adopting. Furthermore, a comprehensive research, carried for 20 years by the American Academy of Pediatrics, studying children living with gay parents. The conclusion of this research that there are no negative influences of parent's sexuality on their children's mental or physical development. 
Why they should:

A. Since gay couples already grow children, and it's proven that the benefit of the child is not being risked, there's no reason to prevent from gay couples to adopt.
B. When gay couples grow children, without having a legal status as their parents, they are discriminated against heterosexual parents. Although they are growing children they are denied the benefits of state welfare, or any other special status that heterosexual families enjoy. Also, aspects as medical decision regarding the child, custody (in a case of divorce), or any other situations that the law empower only parents to deal with.

C. The most important issue, is that the legal rights of the child are as if he or she had been born to the adoptive parents, and the legal rights that exist from birth with regard to the birth parents (for example inheritance and name) are removed, due to the lack of proper legislation, regarding his parents status. 
Why the EU can't allow gay couples to adopt? 
It is not advisable to have a homophobic line in this debate. However, one can always claim that he does not object to the idea of gay adoption at general, but nowadays Europe simply is not ready for such legislation. A survey in 30 European countries (January 2003), showed that only 38% of the Europeans agree to gay adoption. Moreover, less tolerance to gay adoption was recorded at the new member states such as Poland with 75% of the people that participated in the survey disagreed with gay adoption. The survey also shows that the more agreement rate of educated, young and non-religious people is higher. All that data shows the Europeans are not ready yet to accept gay couples with children. This is not the main point of the argument. when adopting a child, there are other elements aside from his parents skills that affects his life. Gay parents can have great skills and give all the love and care possible, but if the society considers gay people as unfit to grow children, or being gay as a bad stigma, the child will suffer, mostly in school. 
As the council of Europe defined
 it "Nowadays, homosexuals are still all too often subjected to discrimination or violence at school or in the street.  They are perceived as a threat to the rest of society, as though there were a danger of homosexuality spreading once it became recognized".
So, we now know that:

A. the European society is varied. It is true that in Holland and Sweden there are regulations that allow gay couples to adopt, but most Europeans simply do not agree. Factors such as beliefs, economic background and age affect their disagreement.

B. Since most of Europeans object to gay adoption, it is most likely that adopted children in gay families would be stigmatized, and will suffer in school. The best interest of the child is harmed in that case
.
Implications on the EU of gay adoption
This line is good for second half debate (or if you ran out of good arguments). It's good both for the proposition side and the opposition side.

Proposition:

The U.S. can be the model of not having a federal adoption (gay or strait) policy. What happens is that gay couples wishing to adopt are moving to more tolerant states (New York, California). , and complete the long and expensive procedure over there. Of course, those families have to find new jobs, to adapt to new environment, etc. 
The same will happen in Europe. Gay couples will leave their home countries, in order to adopt, and move to Holland or Sweden. 

Opposition:

Since the EU is not the "United States of Europa", you can't really compare. Member states of the EU joined it to enjoy the economic benefits it has to offer. Forcing member states to allow gay adoption would be a harsh (and unnecessary) interference with states sovereignty.  It will cause a backlash effect, especially in the new member states, where tolerance toward gay rights is is significantly lower than Western Europe. Not only it will create antagonism towards the EU, but also more antagonism toward gay population in those countries. The reason for that is the gay people are actually responsible for the EU interference. This is why also gay couples and their adopted children will suffer, and also member states and their citizen who do not approve of gay adoption would antagonize towards the EU.
Intercountry Gay Adoption
Prop:

Most of the adoptions in Scandinavia are from intercountry adoption. As society get wealthier and more educated, single parenting perceived as a legitimate status. This leads to less mother/couples handing over their children for adoption. 

Since gay men couples can't produce children of their own, they are being discriminated against heterosexual couples who can apply for intercountry adoption, because they simply don't have any children to adopt.
Opp:

Most of the intercountry adoptee comes from traditional-conservative (and even third world) countries, such as China, and Bulgaria (over 1000 children a year). Enabling gay couples to adopt them would harm severely the EU relations with countries such as those. 
� European Convention on the Adoption of Children, 1967. 


� Get it? Adopt the adoption policy. HA HA HA !


� Of course, the same with lesbians.


� Situation of lesbians and gays in Council of Europe member states, 6 June 2000, Report of Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights


� The AAP researchers admit that this is the only flaw in gay parenting.





